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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

I pray that the Lord will use the facts I will expose to you concerning France, to make you hear His call for France, and particularly in connection with Jewish evangelism in this country.
It seems important to me to remind you that France is a Catholic
 country, with 66 million inhabitants who have a strong tradition of secularism and of which only 1 % are Evangelical among around 2 % Protestants. Still today, French Evangelicals, even though they have noticeably grown in number over the last 40 years, encounter the same difficulties as those met by religious minorities. Therefore it is in this kind of framework that we seek to bring the Gospel to the 600-700 000 French Jews. May I remind you that the French Jewish population ranks 3rd in the world, following the Jewish population in the USA and in Israel. Furthermore, one tenth of the population living in Israel is French speaking. The need is great indeed.

The number of Messianic Jews in France is estimated between 500 and 600, which is less than 1/1000 of the French Jewish population.

95% of these Messianic Jews are integrated into normal evangelical Protestant churches or assemblies. The other 5% are affiliated to the few often small existing Messianic assemblies.

What difficulties do we meet as we seek to reach Jews in France? They vary in nature; today, I shall just briefly mention them:
· First of all, we encounter the common misconception, which has developed as a result of two thousand years of history, that when a Jewish person becomes a disciple of Messiah Jesus they betray their ancestry, their roots and their family. 

· Secondly, there are the difficulties linked to the Shoah in the European and French context in particular. During World War II, the French Authorities and French Policemen handed thousands of Jews over to the Nazis, 76,000 of whom died in deportation.
Apart from the strictly theological questions connected with the Shoah, there is the psychological impact of it on Jewish people.

· Thirdly, we have to overcome the traditional biblical and theological  differences between Judaism and Christianity.

In my discussions with Jewish people, particularly with observant or believing Jews, I am increasingly struck by the general tendency on their part to deny the radical reality of sin as it is revealed in the Hebrew Scriptures and is received in evangelical Protestantism. 

· Fourthly, there are the difficulties in connection with Post-Modernism. Nowadays, in general, it is increasingly difficult to speak of the uniqueness of Messiah Jesus as the one and only way of salvation.

This is true also in relation to the various currents within present day Judaisms, which tend to be universalistic and, in some cases, syncretistic.

· Finally, there are Jewish ways of thinking that tend to be linked to Sephardic Judaism, which is the most influential current of Jewish religion in France.

This Sephardic way of thinking, at least as one perceives it in France, tends to be emotional and psychological and anti-rational. The result is that many Sephardic Jews are gullible and superstitious, and are therefore open to New-Age ideas and Eastern mysticism.

Having said that, some affinities do exist between the Jewish and Protestant communities in France, not least because they have a common history of persecution and many similar reference points. The work by Patrick Cabanel, Jews and Protestants in France, Elective Affinities, 16th-21st Century
, shows very clearly that these affinities between the Jewish and Protestant communities clearly exist. Two examples of this : During the infamous Dreyfuss Case (1894-1906) French Protestants expressed solidarity with the Jewish community, the Protestant population of Chambon-sur-Lignon saved the lives of thousands of Jews during the Second World War.
This kind of privileged position is an asset for promoting the gospel. That is why I think it is important for me to be more and more involved in associations such as the International League against Racism and Antisemitism (LICRA), and in developing contacts with other societies mostly composed of Jewish people. This includes participation in various commemorations or cultural (historical, artistic, intellectual) events. This gives me opportunities to extend my sympathy to the Jewish people and show solidarity with them. It is a form of Christian love for one’s neighbour. Indeed, my presence there opens the way to many opportunities of direct and indirect witness to many friends, even Jewish personalities. 
I would like to conclude with up-date information from three Jewish organizations working currently in France :

· Avi Snyder reminds us that the Jews for Jesus Paris office came out with a new evangelistic DVD in French and German, entitled « The Ruth Gottlieb Story ».  Ruth is a Jewish former French Resistance fighter and Holocaust survivor who’s journey to faith took her through many difficult trials and personal tragedies.  But God not only brought her through every trial; He brought her to Himself.
· Concerning Chosen People Ministries, I quote Guy Athia : « Highlights of our work of co-laboring were the Hatikvah 2013 conference in Nogent sur Marne, conferences in Strasbourg and the Greater Paris Region. We also organize a ministry retreat in Strasbourg in the Spring where the majority of our friends and various ministries to the Jewish people in France, Belgium and Switzerland gather for prayer and fellowship. We also co-labor with Life in Messiah and Jews for Jesus. In 2014, we are planning for several new publications as well as a concert with the Belgian Messianic group Kineti in May. »
· Last, but not least, Christian Witness to Israel-CWI : CWI perseveres in witnessing to the Jewish people in both main urban areas of France, Paris and Lyon. 

Following the workshop on Jewish Evangelism which I have been asked to lead at the 7th Forum of Evangelists-Europe – the largest network of evangelists in French-speaking countries – in January in Lyon, I received various invitations in France but also in French-speaking Belgium and Switzerland. I hope to be able to answer them after this summer.
Relationship is also developing between the French branch of CWI and Evangeliumsdienst für Israel – edi. Please pray for the meetings, I will have in Stuttgart within the framework of edi, next 28th of June.
Concerning my ministry among churches, I am grateful to the Lord that my book Israel : A people, a Faith and a Land continues to be well received among several evangelical circles in France and abroad. I thank you for your prayers for the preparation of two other books to follow this first one. In both of them, my purpose is to help Christians in their witness to their Jewish friends, as well as challenge the latter from their own Jewish culture and heritage. »
Finally, we thank the Lord that again a good number of delegates have come from France to this European LCJE Conference at Kiev, in spite of language difficulties.
Jean-Paul REMPP, Pastor of « La Bonne Nouvelle » Evangelical church in Lyon, National Representative of Christian Witness to Israel (CWI) in France and LCJE Coordinator for Europe
� Let’s note that France is the only European country which, its elite having been touched by the Reformation, nevertheless remained Catholic, so terrible and long lasting were the persecutions in those days.


� Fayard, 2004, 351 p.
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